3 * * A 
- 
” * : 
7 g 
— jy . 


A 


SECOND PART 


O F THE 


JEXPERIENCE 


O F 


= William Cudworth: 


BEING 


An Account of his Trials and Sufferings, 
after he had received Jeſus Chrift. 


Errare Poſſum Hereticus e Nolo 


4 /» 
— #, * 


- mw >. 
* Ay > 


2 5 1 | 7 


a 8 Py 


SEES N e | 
"> * 


9 


6 


8 _—_ = 


Printed in the Year, Mpc cu vs 


/ 


* 


B 0 I AE» 
be 1.855 | 
ACCO UNT, Cc. 


c Thought to have paſſed this Part of my 

1 Experience over in Silence: but I find 

it is in vain for: me to expect Peace in ſo 

O Aoing, ſince (after a Space of nigh ten 
Years) upon any Succeſs God is pleaſed to give to 
my Endeavours for the Good of Souls, Envy and 
Prejudice ariſe freſh in the Hearts of the old Adver- 
ſaries; and the moſt groundleſs Calumnies are pro- 
pagated, to render me uſeleſs if poſſible. To pre- 
vent this Evil, by manifeſting what is the real Truth, 
is my ſole Deſign; and not to give Offence to any 
one, nor to revive any Thing controverſial ; being. 
determin'd now. (as much as in me lies) to know 
nothing but J=sUs Cual, and him crucified, © 


I have already took Notice in the former Part of 
my Experience, p. 7, 8, that after four or five Years. 
__ in ſeeking the Salvation of God, I was per- 
| fwaded and enabled by the Spirit of God to come 
to Chriſt, by a direct AR of Faith, as a loſt Sinner; 
and that the God of Hope filled me with all Joy an d 
Peace in believing, that the Effect was anſwerable 
to the Faith, and prov'd itſelf to be of God: that I. 
found it correſpond with the Scripture-Deſcriptions: 
and Declarations concerning Faith: and that I found 
it gave the greateſt ng God, as well as 1 
2 wy 
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to deny . My Accuſers were a Society, o 


1 
the moſt Comfort and Strength to my own Soul, of 
any Thing I had hitherto IRR d. 


= * * . 


Upon this; in the Fulneſs" of my Heart, 1 . 
quently convers'd with my Miniſter, and beſought 
him to point out Chriſt more to the People, as a 


free Saviour, to be believed in for all Salvation, in 


an immediate and dire& Manner, finding that this 
precious Truth had been made of ſuch particular Uſe 
to my own Soul. He uſed to affent to what I ſaid 
as right: but finding my Converſation with ſome 
was bleſs'd, to the bringing them to the ſame happy 
Experience; and they beginning to ſpeak to him, 
as I had done, he could not bear it, but made an 
Alarm in the Congregation againſt me. But want- 
ing ſomething particular to accuſe me of, he paid 
mea Viſit, in which he endeavoured to entangle me 
in my Talk, ſuppoſing a Caſe of one who had com- 


mitted ſome of the moſt notorious Sins as could be 


named. The Anſwer IJ return'd was by Way of 
(merry, What Remedy could he point out to ſuch 2 
One? Could he direct to any Thing more proper, 
againſt boch the Guilt ar. d Finns of Sin, than the 
Blood of Chriſt? I avſwered him thus, becauſe I 
bad read of a Miſrepreſentation of a Guſpel · Miniſter 
about a Century ago, ſomething bordering upon this. 
But as this would not do, he Pughe another Accu- 
ſation againſt me, and in a little Time I-was defired 
to meet the Miniſter and Elders upon ſomething that 
was to be laid to my Charge. I accordingly ap- 
peared, and found the Accuſation was that I had 
Taid, If J embrued my Bands in my Father and:Mother's 
Blood, it avould not ſtartle my Afſurazce. I told them, 
Toll be far from yindicating ſuch an Expreſſion, 
Thad ſaid it; but as I. had/not, jt was * 8 Duty 

gu 

Men, who (when they were examin'd for N 


it) referr d to the Miniſter, | The Elders then made 
Enquiry 
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Enquiry of him; and he referred to one Mrs. Sar, 
Member of the Church, ho was then not able to 

come Abroad; being ſo near her Time: whereupon. 

it was appointed for me, an Elder or two, the Mi- 

niſter, and others,” to meet with Mrs. San, that it 

might be decided Face to Face. When I came 


there, I found the Miniſter at the Place; who im- 


mediately ſaid,. Mr. Cudiuorth, I am ſorry you ſhould 
have fo much Trouble, what Mrs. Shan heard you. 
ſay. is. not at all amiſs: and accordingly, when we 
aſſembled again at the Veſtry, I defired and had my 
Ticket for: the Communion, as a-Teſtimony I was 
clear from the Charge; nevertheleſs I thought ic. not 
proper. (for Peace Sake) to come to the Communion, 
unleſs I found their Spirits better. And ſome Time 
after I defir'd a Diſmiſhon, and had it granted me, 
ſign'd by the Miniſter and three Elders, teſtifying. 
that I had been a Member five Years, had Mt 
during the whole Term free from all Church-Cenſure,. 
and might be admitted into any Chriſtian Congrega- 
tion where Providence ſhould order my Lot. Tad 
as far as I know of my own Heart, if L bad conti- 
nued twenty Years a Member, I ſhould have oy 
the Good of the Whole, and prevented all Diviton. 
as much as poſſible; and the only Harm I would 
have endeavour'd to do to him, or any of his Con- 
ation, would have been to have made them as 
appy in God's Salvation as I was myſelf: But his. 
medling with me, in that Way of Oppoſition he did, 
had a . to bring much Trouble on his own- 
Head. About this Time he preach'd and printed 
in the Faith recum- 


two Sermons, call'd, Sted/aftne/+ 
mended; and inſerted, by Wo of Note, what he 


judged a Confutation of Aſſurance to be had by a. 


direct Act of Faith. I counted it my Duty to make 


a Reply, in a Pamphlet, intidded: 4 ee of 
= Reply, in a Pamphlet, | 


ne of Aſſurance of Faith; in. which I not 
ent of rhe Win 
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| Preſbyters of Scotland, but alſo of all the firſt Refos- 
1 mers, and their Succeſſors, ſuch as Luther, Calvin, 
Melancton, Bega, Bullinger, Bucer, Knox, Craig, Mel- 
| ' wil, Bruce, Davidſon, Forbes, &c. The moſt eminent 
Doctors and Profeſſors of Theology that have been 
in the Proteſtant Churches, ſuch as Ur/iras, Zanchius, 
Junius, Piſcator, Rollock, Daneus, Wendelinus, Cha- 
mierus, Sharpius, Bodius, Pareus, Attingius, Triglandii, 
( Giſbertus, and Jacobus) Arnoldus, Marcus: The 
© four Profeſſors of Leyden, viz. Walleus, Rivetus, Po- 
Hander, Thyfus; Wollebius, Heidegerus, Eſenius, Tur- 
rentinus, fc. With many eminent Brit; Divines, 
ſuch as Perkins, Pemble, Willet, Gouge, Roberts, Bur- 
geſs, Owen, Ic. The Churches themſelves of Hel- 
_ wetin, the Palatinate, France, Holland, England, Ire- 
land, Scotland, in their Standards of Doctrine: All 
the Lutheran Churches: The renown'd Synop of 
Dort, made up of eminent Divines, call'd and com- 
 mitſion'd from Seven reform'd States and Kingdoms: 
* Beſides thoſe of the ſeveral Provinces of the Nether- 
Land: Theſe all of them ſtand for the ſpecial Fiducia, 
Confidence, or appropriating Perſwaſion of Faith, 
that Was now difpmed againit by my Miniſter; and 
Which I counted my Duty to defend, as well as I was 
enabled. I had got no peculiar Neffrum by the End, 
but was pleading for the good old Way, Which as 
_ Joſt out of moſt ofthe Churches; and from whence 
is to be aſcribed much of their Deadneſs and Bar- 
renneſs, from which Eſtate may the Lord deliver 
71 them. 3647 N ' 3 171 | : 
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About this Time I was alſo called to ſpeak to a 
little Company, which I did with ſome Bleſſing: 
 Thereupon, and upon this, and my publiſhing my 
Bock, I was defired by Mr. /——4 to join him as 
a Labourer, having a little before been called to 


the Care of the School at the 'T=———le: - I gladly 
_ conlented, and I believe ſhould have gone on com- 
ts. 
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tortably there, bad it not been for a Woman wo 
had the Ear of the Miniſters, pretended to have ex- 
traordinary Viſions and Revelations, and would in 
her own Spirit be frequently Brow· beating the young 

Preachers, I could not but look upon her as a de- 
ceiv'd Woman, and ſhe upon me as an Adyerſary 
to her Way: She proſeſs d ſhe neyer felt what J 
ipoke, and how ſhould ſhe when it had always a 
Tendency to bring her to experience ſomething 
Which ſhe was as yet ignorant of; and being above 
Inſtruction, but rather ſitting as Judge upon it, ſhe 
was much offended with the Oppoſition of her No- 
tions, I had took them hitherto to have been all 
of one Mind at the T de, but now began to 
ſee it was otherwiſe; and was much concern'd, when 
I was inform'd by a Friend that Mr, C--zz--4, ſome - 
Time before I came, had been ſeverely check'd by 
Mr. H. H, for ſpeaking of Spiritual Things in much 
the ſame Way as I did, 0 however, tlie Lord 
was my Witneſs, I deſir'd nothing more than Peace 
and Unity. I endeavour'd to be content with my 
Lot: and as the Lord's Providence, and not my own 
Secking, had brought me there, I thought it my 
Duty to attend the ſame Providence in bringing 
me through, being as willing to abide in Peace 
and Unity as I poſſibly could. Another Thing that 
threatned me with a Storm was the Miniſter f had 
belonged to, though he had given me an honourable 
Diſmiſſion; yet he failed not to prejudice the Diſ- 
ſenting Miniſtry againſt me, and that by a Means as 
ſhall be related in its proper Place: I found the Ef- 
fect of this among ſeveral Diſſenters, Who though 
they had never converſed with me, yet beheld me 
with a very evil Eye. And the Woman, the pre- 
tended Prophetefs above - mention d, contented not 
herſelf Ex, prejudicing, as many of the 'F-——— —le 
Miniſters as the had any Influence over, but alſo us 
many of the Peopls as the auld; and thy Jad. at 
ur" 8 ox eie 
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that Time the Ear of many Hundreds, being the 
Chief of all the Women Labourers, and the next. 
Perſon to the Miniſters. The firſt remarkable Effet © 
I found of theſe Things was in a Conference of Mi- 
niſters, wherein I was challenged by Mr. H. H. for 
not infiſting 72 the Precegts and Threatnings f 
the Goſpel. I ſignify'd to him, that I Nad nothing 
againſt infiſting upon Obedience upon Goſpel Prin- | 
ciples ; but deſired always to do fo, according to the 
Meaſure of my Gift: Bat as to the Precepts of the 
Goſpel, I did not look upon the Goſpel as a Bundle of 
Precepts, or as a new Law; but when I ſpake of the 
Goſpel. m Contradiſtinction from the Law, I under- 
ſtood purely the glad Tidings of Salvation by Jeſus | 
Chriſt to be believed in, and that (as our firſt Re- 
formers had obſerv'd) the Goſpel was not to be di- 
ſinguiſh'd from the Law by Books and Leaves. But. 


« Where cer in Sacred Writ we ſee 

« A Word of Grace or Promiſe free, _ 
« With Bleſſings dropt for IEsus Sake, 
4« We theſe for Goſpel News may take. 


« But where a Pregept ſtrict we find, 
% With Promiſe to ouf doing join d; 
« Or, Threatnings with a wrathful Frown.:. 
This as the Law, We juſtly own.” 


ERSKINE's Goſpel Sonnets, P. 226. | 


When Mr. A. and Mr. J. came to Town, they 
were alſo „ ep againſt me, I found the Con- 
ſequence, ſuch as griev'd me exceedingly, . that was 
Preaching in ſuch a Strain, as muſt diſtreſs the 
Hearers in a very unprofitable Manner. I was not 1 
for ae Fr. Peace, where there is no Peace. 
I was leis inclin'd, to preach Peace to Sinners, while 

determin'd to continue in their natural State; only 
I was for encouraging them to come to Chrift, con- 
ſdenly for a good Stare, wt doubting of bi Pan 
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fulaeſs, who had promiſed that, <vhoever came unto 
| him; he would in no wviſe caſt him out ; well knowing, 
that they who were. made willing ſo to come, were 
ſo far wrought upon by the Spirit*of God, and 
made willing in a Day of his Power. 


Inſtead of this Kind of Preaching, which had been 
hitherto bleſt amongſt the Mechodiſis, in bringing 
many Souls home to God. Mr. A. being miſin- 
form'd and prejudiced, he only laid down Marks 
and Evidences of thoſe that were come, without 
taking any notice of the free Given Saviour, and Sal- 
vation in him, or of that direct AQ of Faith, where- 
by a Sinner does come and finds welcome, and every 
Mark and Evidence is produced with Eaſe. One 
Evening in Particular, Mr, 4. having laid down 
Eight of theſe Marks, and bid the People read Mr. 
Allens Book to find more. I went home, and thought 
to write him ſome Reaſons againſt that Manner of 
Preaching, and then wrote thoſe, which I have ſince 
= printed. The deſign of that Book, has been muc 
& miſunderſtood, and miſrepreſented, as thoſe who 
peruſe it candidly will find. It was not deſigu'd to 
exclude Marks being laid down; there are Numbers 
laid down in the Scripture, but it was to prevent 
their being ſubſtituted in the Place of the direct Act 
of Faith on Chriſt, for all Salvation. A urance o 
Faith, is by a direct Act on Chriſt. Afurance of 
Senſe, is by Reflection on Marks and Evidences in 
ourſelves. If a Man ſays, I am a believer, he is 
Kro be examined by Marks; but if a Man is ſaying, 
what ſhall I do to be ſaved, he is not to be directed 
eo wait for Marks and Evidences, (for he can never 
oe better till he comes to Chriſt,) but he is to be di- 
ected. to go to Chriſt, in a direct Act of Faith, Be. 
1 lie ve on the Lord Tejas Chriſt, and thou ſpall be ſaved, 
without waiting to be certain of his Converſion firſt, 
by Marks and Evidences, and the Reaſon of ir 
is 


Point ; but ſuch is the force of Prejudice and Party, 3} 


[10 4 
is plain: No Man is thoroughly Converted or ef- 
fectually Call'd, till he is perſuaded, and enabled 
to embrace Jeſus Chriſt, freely offer d to him in the 
Goſpel, and therefore if he waits to be Converted 3 
firſt, he may wait for ever; becauſe true Conver- 7 
fion terminates in Believing, and is not to be Evi- 7 
denced without it. The Ground of our coming to 
Chriſt, is this, That he is the Saviour of Sinners, 
of the 4, and not that he is the Saviour of the Con- 
verted, or the Elect, &c. Mere Nature without 
any ration of the Spirit of God, can come 
to Chriſt upon a ſuppoſed Converſion, with a God 
I thank thee, I am not as other Men; but the Faith of 
God's Operation, is to come as Sinners to Chriſt, as 
we are, and venture to believe under a Senſe of our 
Sins, Weakneſs and Wants, and cry out with Appro- 7 
priation, my Lord, and my God: And if this Confi- 7 
dence doth not produce the beſt and moſt ſalutary XZ 
Effects in the Soul, let it be diſcarded; but it al- 
ways has in mine, and every ones Experience that 
I have known exerciſed therein, and we muſt Con- 
feſs that our Defects ariſe from our having too little, 
and not too much of this Life. A 


Since Iwrote this Account I have had the Concurrence ö 
of Mr. 4. (ho was then my Autagoniſt) on this very 


to caft a Miſt before the Eyes, and prevent a right 
Underſtanding, avd ſuch was the Vigilance of 
the Woman, or 133 Propheteſs, to keep up 
ſuch as Spirit of Prejudice, that ſhe might gain her 
Point, that I cannot but Impute all the Diviſions 
that followed to this Woman's wicked Induſtry. Þ 


It was in this Spirit of Prejudice, I and others 1 


believe were miſunderſtood, about SanQification, as 


appears by the Original Writings on both Sides, in 
the beginning of the Debate: When Mr. NI | 
"WA eing 
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of. being at Phmouth, waiting to ſet Sail for Georgia, 
ed receiv'd two Letters againſt me and Mr. Si, which 
he Letters Mr. #---d ſent us to confider, and to which 
ed 1 made Remarks, and Mr. S return'd Anſwer, 
er- as follows. 

vi- 


Mr. l—s LETTER, to Mr. -, 
at Phnaut b. 


There is ſome Difference here between ſome 
of the Brethren, with Reſpect to the Manner of 
God's Working upon the Hearts of his Children; 
„ © ſome will have it that there is no Grace infuſed 
into the Heart of a Believer”. 5 


f Remark, It muſt be a Miſtake to ſay we have de- 
. EZ ny'd Infuſion, for if by the Word infuſed is meant 
Imparted, or Communicated to our Souls, we al- 
low Grace, {underſtood for the free Favour of God 
and Power, and Propenfity to do his Will,] is im- 
= parted, communicated and pofſeſs'd by every true 
= Believer. . 


Letter, * And that there is no Change wrought 


2 upon the Faculties of the Soul. 

ho XZ Remark, This muſt be another Miſtake, for we 
of | 1 have not aſſerted any ſuch Thing; we believe, that 
up q 0 ay Virtue of Union with Chrift, as we are made 

her RNigbteous in Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, fo are we made 

ons Ppiritual in his Spirit; Strong in his Strength, Alive 


his Life, Light in his Light, &c. This Ch 
pon the Faculties of our Soul, we allow and 


take 


s 1 be according to Scripture. 
' in Teuer, But hat it 3s the Peofon of Chin dwells 


in us.“ 


Remark, 


- 4 


3 
Remark, Not the Corporeal Part, but his Spirit, 
and this is ſo plajnly Scriptural, that it ſpeaks for 
itſelf, Eph. 3, 17. John 17, 23, l 


Letter, So that whenever he is withdrawn from 
, us, there is no difference between the Chriſtian and 
the Natural Man.“ 


Remark, The Lord is our Righteouſneſs and 


Strength, and if he ſhould totally be withdrawn, we 
ſhould loſe our Righteouſneſs and — - and 
what have we more ? we don't ſuppoſe ourſelves like 
Natural Men in any other Senſe. 


Letter, Indeed I think this is wrong, it is evi- 
dent to me from Scripture, that the Lord by his 
© Grace and Spirit, works a Change in the Heart 
* and AﬀeCtions of every True Believer.' 


Remark, This is the very Thing we plead for, as 
what we have experienced thro' direct believing in, 
and appropriating of Jeſus Chriſt, and we would 
therefore recommend this ſame Faith to others. 


Mr. As LETTER, to Mr, Wd, 
at Plymouth, 


Letter, Dear Brother S ſeldom comes to 


hear, I have talked to him, or rather he to me, 
ſeveral Times of late; he Charges us with being 
too legal in our Preaching, tho' I think, I was 
never more aſſiſted than of late, to preach Chriſt 


Fa a „„ «a „„ 


and Redemption. 


Remark, If Chriſt is our whole Sanctifieation, 


then we have none but as United to him. 


as our whole Righteouſneſs, whole SanEtification | 


Letter, 


{ x3] 
Letter, But Br. 8 and I differ vaſtly in our 


Opinion of SanAtification ; He ſays all our Sancti- 
© fication is in Jeſus.” 


* 


Remark, It muſt be all in Jeſus, if he is our 
whole Sanctification, | 


3 Letter, And that the Spirit ſhines in us, but that 
none of the Faculties of the Soul are renew'd, and 
if the Spirit of God withdraws: That the Belie- 
ver is the very ſame with an Unbeliever, and that 
there is no Difference.” 


SS «a «a a 


Remark; This muſt be a Miſtake, for if we by 
the Spirit of God are perſuaded and enabled to re- 
ceive Jeſus Chriſt, we muſt certainly be renew'd and 
made faithful thereby. As the Sun enlightens and 
enlivens the Face ot the Earth by its Preſence, not 
changing the real Nature of Earth, Air or Water, 
but making them both Light and Fruittul thereby. 
So the Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſing with healing in 
his Wings, enlightens and enlivens the Soul by his 
= Gracious Preſence, and we that were fometimes 
8 Darkneſs, are now made Light, (not in ourſelves) 
but in the Lord. In his Light ſhall we ſee Light, 
who is given for a Light to the Gentiles, &c. as 
the Earth, Air, or Water to be Light and Fruitful 
in themſelves, they would have no more Occaſion 
for the Sun. So was we to be made Righteous and 
Fruitful in ourſelves, we ſhould have no further Oc- 
=X caſion for Jeſus Chriſt. N 


Letter, And that we ſhall carry none of the 
Sanctifying Work of the Spirit to Heaven with us. 
= Remark, We don't know what Mr. A. means by 
ue SanRtifying Work of the Spirit, We ſhall carry 
Chti with us, . ho is * Sanctiſication fundamen- 


* 
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tally, and we (hall paſleſs him in a far more pure 
and unmix'd Way: Than we can, during our Con- 
tinuance in this _— Eſtate, and therefore we 
groan and wait for the Redemption of the Body. | 


Letter, He ſays, we are as much SanQtifced the # 
* Moment we believe, as we are at all.” 


Remark, Where we ſpeak of Chriſt as our SanQi- p | 


fication, we are already compleat in him, who is 


made of God unto us Wiſdom, Righteoulneſs, Sanc- 


tification, and Redemption. If we call our Know- 
ledge, our Love of Chriſt, and the Change upon the 
Faculties of our Soul by poſſeſſing him, our Sanctif.- 
cation. We ſhall, we truſt thro Grace, grow more 


and more in that, and poſſeſs him in a more full 2K 
and extenſive Degree. | 


Beſides theſe Remarks we made privately, Mr. 7 
v wrote Mr. 4---- a Letter in the following 
Words. | 5 


LONDON, Auguft 11th, 1744. 
Ay ven Dear Brother, | 


I have had your Letter from Mr. . d, by which | 
I find you have not underſtood and Brother C-, 
and which I hope you will not to any more repre- | 
{cnt to be our Principies, as you have done there, 
becauſe you will greatly wrong us if you do: I Will 
in a few Words, tell my dear Brother what I be- 
lieve and Experience, viz, That Jeſus Chriſt is my | 
Compleat and only Saviour, that he is given of God 
to me, for Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Sanctification, 
and Redemption, and that there is none elſe ; and 
that the Moment my Soul receiv'd Cbriſt by Faith 
I receiv'd a Compleat Salvation in him, which be: | 
iog lo of itſcif, admits of no Addition or Denomi- 

| | nation 
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nation from me, and this I continually look to as 
my own, my only and my compleat Righteouſneſs, 
Sanctiſication and Redemption, and in this only I 
feek to be found, not having on my own Righteouſ- 
neſs, viz. That which I am enabled to perform by 
the Aſſiſtance of God's Spirit, but put it from me, 


# (i. e. in Point of Dependance) and count it as Dung 


and Droſs for Chriſt, and look to the Lord Jeſus 
for him to communicate to my Soul more and more 
daily of the compleat Salvation I have in him, and pray 
him to reveal himſelf more and more in my Heart, 
till he is fully formed there. By Virtue of which, 


5 I ſtrive to put off the Old Man and Ins Deeds Day 
dy Day, and to live upon his Fulneſs only, and 


abide in him continually as my new and Divine 
Life, and thus F defire that I may giorify him, be 
to the praiſe of his Goſpel, and be beneficial to others ; 
and becauſe he has faved me with an everlaſting and 
compleat Salvation, (and that while I was 2 Sinner 
and void of all Good:) I would not do the leaſt 
Thing that offend him, or grieves his moſt Holy Spi- 
rit; but deſire to be continually crying out, Lord, 
what ſhall I do for thee, what wilt thou have me to 
do. Live thou in me, thy Will and Thine only be 
done in me, me, and upon me in Ting of Eter- 
nity. But nothing of this to make my Salvation 
more compleat, or add the leaſt to it; ſor that is 
Chriſt, Chriſt in me, Chriſt on me. O glorious 
Covering ! Glorious Inherent Righteouſneſs, the 
veryRighteouſneſs, the very Holineſs of God. I freely 
confeſs, I know of no Inherent Grace or Holinefs 
beſides Chriſt living in me by his Spirit; but the 
Holy Spirit does now in Meaſure, and ſhall when 
I am out of the Body fill all the Faculties of my 
Soul with his Divine Life and Nature, and fo he 
will be in me, and I in him, making with his other 
Members one compleat Body. This my dear Bro- 
ther according to the beſt of my Underſtanding is 
B 2 what 
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what I believe and Experience: You have it in 
Freedom and Simplicity, and by no means in a 
Way of Diſpute. If my dear Man that Tam in any | 
Thing wrong, I ſhould be. glad for you to point it 


out to me, I would not have you ſhew this or make 
it Publick, neither will I any Thing you write. My 
kind Love to all, pleaſe to ſend the Inclos'd to Mr. 
H. H. with 'Tenderneis and Love, I remain your 
affectionate Brother in Chriſt. n 
F. S. 


| By theſe Original Papers in the Commencement of 1 


the Diſpute, may be diſcovered what was the real 
Mind ot each, and ſurely they migbt have gone on 
in Love without renting each other; had it not been 
tor the wicked Zeal and Agency of that Woman, 
who having great Influence and an Implacable Spi- 
rits, always took Care by ſome underhand Means 


or other, to prevent a good Underſtanding. And H 
I would again obſerve, that I do not publiſh theſe Þ 


Papers to revive the Old Debate, I have had enough 
of it already, But that now every one may ſee how 
we have been miſrepreſented, what the dreadiul Er- 
rors we held were. And would it not amaze any 
one to find that there was no Irregularity charged 


upon our Morals, but that this was the real State 


of the Caſe, after they have been terrified with the 
dreadful Names of Antinomian, Ahab, Bad Man, 
Enemy to the Croſs of Chriſt, Promoter of Specu- 


lative Faith, Locuſts, a Diſhonour to the Lord, &c. 


ſuch as was ſent in a Letter not long ſince. Let any 
impartial Perſon compare the abovementioned Sen- 
timents with any of theſe dreadful Appellations, and 
ice if there is the leaſt Foundation for them. As to 
the Expreſſions that might drop, from any of us in 
the warmth of Diſpute and heat of Oppoſition, we 


are not to make a Man an Offender for a Word, nor turn” 


afide the Tuſt for a Thing of nought. It ſhews - bad 
| Spirit 
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Spirit in thoſe that attempt it. As to my own Part, 

I have ſaid, I would trample what I felt under my 

Feet as well as what I did, in Point of Dependance : 
But otherwiſe IT deſire to feel more and more of the 
Love of God ſhed Abroad in my Heart by the Holy 
Ghoſt. But I never faid che New Birth was the De- 
vil's Brat, that is all Calumny. Every one that hears 
me know that I preſs the Neceſſity of being born 
again by the Spirit of God. That Chriſt is made 
ot God unto us Sanctiſication or Holineſs, I have 
frequently aſſerted ; and it is Scripture, Language, 
il and Doctrine; but I always maintained the Neceſſity 
n ef receiving and poſlefing Chriſt, that we might be 
n partakers of the Divine Nature that is fundamentally 
1, in him, and by Union with him in us. As the Apo- 
i- tlc ſays writing to Philemom verſ. 6. Acknowledg- 


9 8 


is ing of every good Thing which is i= you in Chrift Feſus. 
d hat Evangelical Repentance muſt flow from this 
ſe nion with Chriſt, and from a ſenſe of Pardon ; tho” 
h legal one is often where Chriſt is not Known; this 
have often afferted, and have the Concurrence of 
r Sil! found Proteſtants with me in i. We are not to p 
* ndulge a Careleſſneſs about the Sinfulneſs of our Na- 
4 ture or PraQtice, but be humbled and griev'd we: 
te ſhould offend fo Gracious a Lord, and I know by 
10 Experience that a Senſe of Pardon will work an Ab- 


a, orrence of every Evil Way. As to Faith, I have 
Frequently defin'd the general Nature of it to be a 
* *erſwaſion, a real Perſwaſion in the general Nature 
y df it, as it is when a Man hears there is ſuch a Place 
1- as France and believes it; but to ſay, I hold Faith 
d o be no more than this, is evidently a baſe and 


to landerous Calumny for I always maintain d, that 
in his Perſwaſion was not a Human, but a Divine Per- 
50 waſion both with reſpect to Object and Subject, and 
„ hat the ſpecial Nature of it, was a receiving and 


d 1 Jeſus Chriſt alone for all Salvation, and 
it hat 


e Language of it in the Soul is py Lord 
8B 3 „ and 
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and my God; that I explain Faith thus, I appeal 
. to all that hear me, or have read my Writings, and 
moreover that appropriating Periwakon, which 1 
eſteem Faith overcomes the World, and bears forth 
the Fruit of Righteouſneſs, which are by Jeſus. Chriſt 
to the Glory and Praiſe of God. 


When a Man is thus perſwaded and enabled to 
believe in Jeſus Chriſt, le bim, &c. he is not to 
be reckoned an Unbeliever every Time the Act or 
Acts are intermitted, as when he ſleeps or has his 
whole Mind occupied another Way; becauſe when 
he awakes again, or a freſh Occaſion calls forth the 
Act, he then demonſtrates that he had the Power and 
Propenſity abiding in him during the Time the Act 
was intermitted, even as an Art or Science abides in 
the Artiſt or Student when unexerciſed. * Hence 
ariſes the Dictinction betwixt Habit and Act: Habit 
Sgnifying that Power and Propenſity conſider'd, as 
it lies hidden in the Soul when no Act is diſcern'd, 
as ſomething which though neceſſarily there, ante- 
cedent to the Act, yet no otherwiſe to be known or 
ſuppoſed but by the Act. Habitual Grace is Faith 
' #t Love, Joy, Hope, and the reſt of the Graces of 

the Goſpel in their Root or common Principie: — 
+* But it is not to be diſcern'd but by its becoming; 
* actual.” Dr. Owx, on Communion with Father, 
En, and Holy Sgerit. | 


* «« "Tis difficult to deſcribe exactly the Nature of | 
Regeneration. I. Becauſe of the Diſputes about the 
Natwe of it: Whether it be a Quality, or a Spi- 
xicual Subſtance? Whether, if a Quality, it be a 
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It may Indeed be queſtion'd whether the Soul doth 
« ## Faith and not know it: But I think it cannot be 
„% denied, but that the Soul may have Faith and not Act 
« it.” DVRANT's Comfort and Caunjel jor gejected Souls 
page 82. Habit 
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Habit or a Power? Or, whether it be the Holy 
Ghoſt perſonally ? 

2. "Tis difficult, becauſe it is wifeble ; not in itſelf, 
but in its Eels. 

3. Tis difficult, becauſe of rhe natural Ignorance 
wwhich is fill in the Mind's of the Bei. Eren what we 
know of the Truths of God, ſuffers an Eclipſe by 
our carnal Conceptions bf them ; for all Notions 
we frame of them, have a Tindture of Senſe and 
Fancy.” CHARNOCK's Semen on Regeneration, 


If I was under any Miſtake at this Time it was 


in Judging that this Root or Common Principle of 


Spiritual Acts was the Holy Ghoſt perſonally dwel- 
ling and abiding in us, and I was led to think thus: 


1. Becauſe I could find no Habit diſlinct ſtom the 
Spiait mentioned in Scripture, the Scripture always 
ſpeaking either of the Spirit, our living, walking, 
or being led thereby, or elſe of the actings of the 
Soul in Faith, Love, &c. | 

2. Some had groſly deſcribed this Habit as a di- 
ſtinct Spirit in the Soul, or Spirit of the Man rege- 
nerated, and ſometimes as a Creature having Eyes, 
Noſe, Mouth, and Limbs, and a Power of Feeling 
ſpread throughout its Limbs, &c. 


3. Others were led to a neglect of attempting or 
exerciſing Faith, Love, &c. waiting in the Expec- 
tation of firſt finding this Habit, whereas that Habit 
or whatever it may be ſuppoſed or called, is never 
to be diſcern'd at all in itſelf, and therefore the Acts 


of Faitn or Love, &c. are not to be ſuſpended on that 


Account, but rather to be, Vigorouſly attempted that 
this Power and Propenſity may be diſcovered. 


If we agree that there is the Power and Propen- 
ſity of a gracious Ad abiding when the AR is inter- 
matted we ate agreed in the Thing, the' we are not 
- agreed 
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agreed what Name to give it, and all the Practical 
Ends may thereby be anſwered without any further 
Contentions, and having ſaid thus much on the Sub- 
ject, I mutt adjudge them either Ignorant or Evil- 
minded that pretend to Charge me any more with 
Heterodoxy on this Head: 


But to rcturn, Mr. I. 
tbe Storm that was gathering broke out upon me. 
was inform'd, one Monday Afternoon, that I was that 
Night to be turn'd out of tho Conference for an Anti- 
nenian in Doctrine: and this was brought about ſo 
expeditiouily, by the Agency of the Woman above-- 
mention'd, thoſe Words in Fer. xv.. 10, 11, 15, 16, 
17, 19, 29, 21, were very uſeful to me at this Time; 
and I came go the Conference, reſigu'd to the Will 
of God. Mr. k had not been in Town tor. 
a conſiderable Time, nor had any Letters or'Cor- 
reſpondence been betwixt him and me. When all 
the Conference were aſſembled, I was accuſed by 
One or Two: But as they were puzzled how to lay 
a Charge againſt me, I propoſed to make a frank 
Confeſion of all my particular Sentiments; and if 
they adjudged any of them to be Hitinominniſm, they 
ſhould writs it down in a Paper, pin it on my Back, 
and I would go forth from them all, thankful, that 
I was counted worthy to ſuffer for the Truth's Sake. 
I accordingly made my Confeſſion, and as particular 
as poſſible, for my Heart was then filled with Zeal 
for God and his Truth. As ſoon as I had done, Mr. 
C——-+ with uncommon Energy declared that what 
I had ſaid was the Truth, and he would ſeal it with 
his Blood; and as he was of the ſame Mind, he 


looked upon the Proceedings to be as much levelle& 


* againſt himſelf as me. This ſudden Turn put all 

the Conference in a Conſternation ! He then aſked 

the Members of the Conference if they had ever 

heard mc? Moſt of them ſaid they had * _F 
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being gone to Georgia, 
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deſired then that I might preach next Morning at. 


the T le, and that they would be preſent to, 
hear. I took. thoſe Words, Col. ii. 10, Ye are com- 
pleat in him; and as they gave me full Scope to de- 
clare my whole Mind, I icrupled not to do it: Gave, 
full Satisfaction, we were all Friends, and the above- 
mention'd Woman was turn'd out of the Conference 
for her wicked Contrivances. But Mr. C & con- 
ceiving that theſe Proceedings were more levelled at 
him than me, began a Courſe of Lectures on the. 
Epiſtle to the Galatians; and treating thoſe who were, 
contrary minded with much Warmth 1n his Diſcourſes, 
rais'd great Attention. Mr. H. H. came to Town to 
oppoſe him, and great Contention enſued. An Aſ- 
ſociation of Miniſters was appointed, but Mr, H. H. 
objected me being admitted as One; unleſs by hear- 
ing me he could be ſatisfy'd of my Gifts, or Call to 
the Work ; which he accordingly did, and declared. 
himſelf ſatisfied. And now the Woman above men- 
tion'd profeſs d to be convinc'd of her Evil in oppo- 
ling me as ſhe had done, and on that Account was. 
admitted. into the Conference again; and having by, 
this Artifice gain'd her Point, ſhe prov'd a ay 
ter Adverſary than ever. At the Aſſociation nothing, 
was fix'd, but all was left for three Months longer. 
Mr. C——+& went into the Country; and when he 
came back, his Preaching and Conduct maniteſted, 
that he was won over to the Intereſt of the Mara- 
wians: This gave me much Cuncern, for I conceiv'd 
their Epiſcopal Hierarchy (which was deſign'd to be 
univerſal, and not confin'd to one Nation or King- 
dom, as is the Epiſcopacy of England and lrelaud ) 
was a dangerous Conſtitution, putting it in the Power 
of a few Men at the Helm of Affairs to deſtroy that 
Goſpel they now got Ground by. And as this had 
been the Caſe with Rome heretofore, ' whoſe Faith 
was once ſpoken ot throughout the whole World, 
did not ſee why it might not be the Conſequence 
again 
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again with Regard to thefe People ſhould they pre- 
vail. On this Account, for my own Part, I could 
not in Conſcience join them ; for I conceiv'd that 
any private Eaſe, Satisfaction, or Advantage that 
might accrue to me thereby, would not be a War- 
rant for me to join my Hand in what would at length 
prove ſo publick an Evil. | 


My Adverſaries now being at a Loſs for ſomething 
to lay to my Charge, brought up the old Story abouc 
my having once ſaid, That if 7 embrued my Hands in 
my Father and Mother's Blood, it would not flartle my 
Aſſurance. I inform'd them, I had been clear'd of 
that Expreſlion two Years before. But being deſir d 
to go Mr. G- s about it, I went; and Mr. G—4 
inform's us that Mr. C4, my old Miniſter, had 
been there that Morning, and that he ſaid he heard 
me himſelf; And fer further Proof Mr. G produced 
the Church-Book, belonging to his Meeting, wherein 
was recorded an Agrement between Mr. G — 
and his Society of young Men and Elders; a conſi- 
derable Time after I had left the Church with an ho- 
nourable Diſmiſſion, and Clearance from all Church- 
Cenſure. This Agreement was made by the Media- 
tion of ſix Miniſters, and the Terms of it ran as tho” 
I had been prov'd guilty ; when on the contrary it 
was notorious, that I had been honourably cleared 
from the Charge: I obferv'd to them, that if Mr. 

Cr ks had heard me himſelf, he need not refer- 
red ta Mrs. Shan, as has been before related; and 
beſides, I had an honourable Diſmiflion under his 
own Hand, and his. Elders. However, I thought n 
it well to viſit the Elders, and get freſh Teſtimonials 
of them, which I did, under their own Hands, and 
before Witneſs, of my being accuſed, and honour- 
ably cleared, a conſiderable Time before I left the 
Cburch. 1 
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And now being tir'd with the indefatigable Zeal | 
of my Oppoſers to find ſomething againſt rac, if it 
was but an Expreſſion ; and it being reported that 
Mr. H. H. and Mr. C——4 would agree, if it was 
not for me; I was willing that ſhould be put to the 
Trial, by my leaving them in Peace; wbich I did 
on the 12thof June, 1745, and was receiv'd by the 
little Society that I had began before I join'd with 
Mr. W——4. And that this might be done wich- 
out making any Rent at the T' le, I accepted 
of an Offer that Mr. H. H. made for the Minifters 
to preach for me; and accordingly choſe Mr. C——+ 
for the next Lord's Day, that all might appear to be 
done in Peace and Love: and Mr. C——+ chote 
thoſe remarkable Words, Rewvel. iii. 7, 8, 9, 10, 
11% 4. 5 e 


And here it becomes me to ſet up my Elenexer, 
and thank the Lord for keeping me ſo in the Midit 
of all theſe Trials and Enemies, that they were at 
ſo great a Loſs to lay any Thing to my Charge, to 
vindicate their Proceedings againſt nee. 


The little Society I had gave me a Call to be ſet 
apart to adminiſter the Ordinances to them, and we 
waited about fix Months, aud then join'd in Church 
Order. There were Numbers of People at firſt came 
to hear, and approv'd : But this the old Adverſaries 
could not bear, and great Oppefition aroſe from 
every Quarter; and by open and ſecret Infinuations, 
— Souls (that were not willing to judge for 
themſelves) were often made afraid to hear or come 
nigh us. Mr. 2 W--ft--y put out two Dialogues, 
and receiv'd two Anſwers, the laſt of which filenc'd 
him. Mrs. 4. D. laid many Things to our Charge 
in Doctrine, by Hear-ſay, which we never thought 
nor intended; and this occaſioning a Reply, ſhe wrote 
and printed a long Epiſtle to me, full of 8 

ene 
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bleneſs and Rancour, and the moſt invidious Charges 
in Doctrine of Things never intended, wreſting my 
Pretace to Mr. Richardſon's Piece to ſerve her Pur- 
poſe: This will appear to any one who reads the 


| thort Letter I wrote to her, by Way of Anſwer, in 


1748. Since this Time 1 have gone on, 2 
Peace with all Men: And though we have ſuffere 
many Things from falſe Brethren within, and from 
open Enemies without, yet we are ſtill a People be- 
fore the Lord, through his good Hand upon us. 


Lu December, 1751, I was called to viſit the dear 
People at Norwich, in the Midſt of their Perſecu- 
tion ; and in September, 1753, the Lord in his Pro- 
vidence gave me another Call: I abode with them 
ſeveral Weeks, and this gave them an Opportunity 
to be better Witneſies than thoſe who go by Hear- 
Jay. Since this I have had ſeveral Calls to Norwich, 
and have abode with them for long Seaſons; and 


under ſome Trials, by which they have had till 


farther Proof of me in Regard to the Soundneſs of 
Doctrine, the Bleſſing which has attended my Word, 
and my Integrity of Heart for their Unity and Spi- 
ritual Welfare: To them then I appeal in theſe 


Reſpects, boy — with the Flock at London, as the 


moſt proper 


itneſſes of theſe Things, againſt all 
Gainſayers. | * 
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